
SABA CONSERVATION  
FOUNDATION

The SCF is committed to the preservation and enhance-
ment of the marine and terrestrial environment on Saba 
through education, scienti! c research, monitoring, and 
enforcement. — SCF mission statement
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NEW EQUIPMENT

A champagne christening was in order in early March to celebrate the 
new Marine Park Boat, the Lady Rebecca. The boat was named after 
Rebecca Levenstone of The Bottom. 

Levenstone, who died in 1988, was well known in Fort Bay as she met 
boats and ported her trading goods up to The Bottom to support her 
family of 15 children. Bernadette and Joe, two of her children living on 
Saba, joined the group of dignitaries attending the ceremony. 

The new boat will replace the Sabina II, which is now reserved for Saba 
Bank studies. The 24-foot Lady Rebecca is more appropriate for Marine 
Park work since it is heavier, wider, and more sea worthy. It has two 
115 hp, four-stroke Yamaha outboard engines and is out• tted with tank 
holders, cleats, and other necessary hardware. 

RESEARCH & MONITORING

International scientists continue to be attracted to Saba for biodiversity 
studies. In March 
Conservation International (CI) sent three entomologists to undertake the • rst comprehensive 
study of the island’s insect species. The SCF supplied logistical support.

· Beetle, ant, and spider specimens were collected for one week in various areas on the 
island. Since then, collecting has continued in • v e traps left at different altitudes and settings 
and these are monitored by SCF staff . The trapped samples are collected, frozen, and will be 
turned over to the second expedition team expected in May.

Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende (left) and Netherlands Antilles Prime Minister Emily de Jongh-Elhage 
(right) paid a short visit to Saba in early February. Local environmentalists were very encouraged because the visit focused on nature 

and tourism. This interest raised hopes that Saba’s anticipated new constitutional 
status with the Netherlands would encourage dedicated effort and support to address 
environmental issues and to improve nature management.

Over lunch with the SCF management and a SCF board member, 
local dive shop owners, and the tourism of• ce, Balkenende and his party had an 
opportunity to learn • rst hand about local concerns and offer their support. 

Balkenende said the visit had been very fruitful. He observed that 
Saba has a very special character and he knew that Sabans cherish their natural 
environment and are aware it needs protection. 

The Prime Minister touched on the need for waste management and 
said that 80% of waste is recycled in Holland, with a goal of raising this to 100% by 
2020. “Saba has the opportunity to take advantage of a transfer of knowledge from 
Dutch environmental experts,” he added.
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SCF staff in the hull of the new boat raise their glasses in celebration 
of the boat’s baptism.  SCF board members and dignitaries gathered on 
the ! sherman’s pier in support of the new acquisistion.
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The • rst study was undertaken by beetle expert Derek Sikes, 
Curator of the University of Alaska Museum, ant expert Gary D. 
Alpert from the Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology, and 
spider expert Joey Slowik, research associate from the Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science. Various habitats of the trail 
system were scoured for insects during the day and there were two 
night expeditions to research nocturnal activity. 

· The Saba Bank Fisheries Study is 
nearing completion and Paul Hoetjes, Netherlands Antilles 
Senior Advisor 
on Environmental 
Policy, presented 
its • ndings and 
recommendations 
to Saba legislators. 
The Study 
indicates that 
• shing has reached 
near sustainable 
yields on the huge 
underwater atoll to 
the west of Saba. 
This means that 
additional • shing 
would deplete • sh 
stocks rather than 
maintain them or 
increase levels. 

In addition, a monitoring/management program needs to be put in 
place to continue to gather data so that reliable decision-making 
may take place. 

Paul also told government that legislation initiated and passed 
last year by the Ministry of Transportation and Communication 
makes it illegal to anchor anywhere on the Saba Bank within 
the 12-mile limit controlled by Island Government. A tracking 
station located at the Fort Bay Marine Park of• ce and an on-
line software-monitoring program allow the SCF to gather real-
time, detailed information on any ship crossing or anchoring 
on the Saba Bank. If il legal activities were suspected, SCF 
would alert the Coast Guard.

SABA HAS ADDED GEOCACHING SITES

Ken Rosu-Myles, a travel consultant from London, Ontario, 
took out time from working on Saba’s trails to create three 

new “geocaching” 
sites. Ken was on 
island for the • fth 
straight year as 
part of the 12-year 
old Canadian Trail 
Volunteer Program, 
where groups of 
experienced trail 
workers spend two 
weeks on Saba 
improving hiking 
paths.

Geocaching is a 
worldwide outdoor treasure-hunting game only developed since 
2000. Participants use a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver 
or other navigational techniques to hide and • nd hidden containers 
anywhere in the world. The geographical coordinates for the sites 
are posted on the website (http://www.geocaching.com). 

Ken entrusted local oversight of the caches to SCF Trail Ranger 
James Johnson. James will periodically check the site to see 
that the small container is in good condition and remains in 
the exact location sited on the website. Many people play 
the game and Ken hopes that it will bring inquisitive tourists 
to Saba. Game participants  only need their own curiosity, 
access to the Internet for coordinate information, and a 
reliable GPS unit, which can be purchased for about $100.

YOUTH OUTREACH

Ranger Sue Hurrell is in charge of the SCF education 
program and is leader of the SCF Sea Scout group. Sue’s 
programs are so successful that she always has a waiting list 
of Saba youngsters who want to join.

Sue realized that Saba youngsters needed help with water 
skills before joining the Sea Scout’s and she formed a 

new snorkeling club earlier this year. Nine elementary 
schoolchildren are enrolled. The club is now a prerequisite 
for the Scouts. The snorkeling is basically a preparatory 

class, where Sue can concentrate on building water skills. When 
the youngsters later join the Scouts, they are safe swimmers and 
ready to be introduced to the kayaks. 

Geocache participant Ken Rosu-Myles (left) from 
Canada with Saba Trail Ranger James Johnson, 
who will maintain the sites.

Paul Hoetjes (in white shirt on right) meets with 
Island Council members to update them on the prelimi-
nary Saba Bank Fisheries Study, which ended last year.

Marine Park 
Ranger Sue 
Hurrell (stand-
ing) has an en-
gaging approach 
to teaching 
environmental 
awareness 
to these third 
graders. This 
semester’s topic 
is global warm-
ing. 

Beetle special-
ists Derek Sikes 
uses the stick in 
his right hand to 
beat the branches 
so that insects fall 
into his “beating 
sheet.” He will put 
them into a special 
vial for later identi-
! c ation and study. 
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MEET OUR BOARD

Franklin Johnson is the longest serving SCF board member, 
volunteering almost since the foundation’s beginnings. During this 
time, Franklin has held various of• ces and has seen tremendous 

growth in the organization. Under the initial direction of 
Founder Tom van’t Hof, setting up the Marine Park was 
the main focus, but that grew over the years to include 
environmental concerns that embrace the entire island. 

Franklin saw as a major accomplishment the forging of 
the Marine Park and the SCF into one organization which 
promoted better management, staf• ng, and increased board 
involvement. Franklin recalled that an important factor was 
improved funding for the • edgling organization, including 
the creation of the Marine Park dive fee. He recalled the 
major step of procuring from the Dutch Navy the hyperbaric 
chamber, which put Saba diving on the map in the northern 
Lesser Antilles, since it was the • rst one in the region 
dedicated to the recreational dive industry. Franklin said 
that Dr. Jack Buchanan was a tremendous help in setting 
international standards for chamber treatment.

The major challenge now is to continue the growth in the face 
of a new constitutional status. Franklin attended the luncheon 
with Prime Minister Balkenende (see related story) and was 
encouraged given the interest in nature management shown 

the SCF personally by Balkenende. 

CONTRIBUTIONS NOW TAX DEDUCTIBLE

SCF Manager Jan den Dulk has reactivated the 501(c)(3) legal 
status of the SCF. This means that the organization may issue tax 
receipts to US citizens for donations to SCF over $25. 

Saba  Conserv ati on Foundation, Box 18, The Bottom, 
 Saba , Netherlands Antilles
Phone: 599-416-3295,  Fax: 599-416-3435
Email: sabapa rk. mana ger @gmail.com, info@sabapa rk. org
Web Site: www.sabapa rk. org

Sue also  does regular classroom lectures at the Sacred Heart 
Elementary School, grades 3 through 6, with this semester’s 
emphasis on global warming. Each child has a homework notebook 
with tasks to complete before the next session. Sue has gathered 
very dynamic information into a PowerPoint presentation in order 
to share the most recent information with the youngsters.

HYPERBARIC CHAMBER USED IN WOUND HEALING

Rosita Delane (65) of St. Kitts has suffered from diabetes for the 
last six years and has had an open diabetic ulcer for the past year. 
Her Saba host family knew that hyperbaric treatment is helpful 
in wound closing and hyperbaric specialist Island Doctor Jack 
Buchanan agreed. He prescribed eight, one-hour sessions in the 
chamber. Delane, accompanied by a tender, was “lowered” to a 
depth of 45 feet by chamber driver Sue Hurrell and spent the entire 
time breathing 100% oxygen through a facial mask.

Dr. Buchanan and the patient were very pleased with the results. 
The wound was obviously smaller and should continue to improve 
because the treatment promoted better circulation.

The Saba chamber is mainly used to treat divers with 
decompression illness. It is occasionally employed for medical 
treatments to promote wound healing in people suffereing from 
nonhealing ulcers caused by diabetis or sickle cell anemia. 
Buchanan explained that hyperbaric oxygen treatment (HBOT) is 

the process of breathing 100% oxygen in a carefully controlled, 
pressurized environment, resulting in increased oxygen delivery 
to body tissue. 

The Saba Chamber was featured  in the January/February 2008 
issue of Diver’s Alert Network (DAN) magazine “Alert Diver.” 
Representatives of DAN’s “Recompression Chamber Assistance 
Program” were on Saba last year. In an article, DAN Vice 
President of Medical Services Joel Dovenbarger praised the close 
cooperation between the SCF and local dive shops that he had 
experienced during a dive-community meeting.

Patient Rosita Delane (seated) is examined for wound improvement by Dr. 
Jack Buchanan, as hyperbaric tender Saba Marine Park Ranger Greg van 
Laake observes.

Saban Franklin Johnson has been a member of the Saba 
Conservation Foundation since its earliest days. Franklin 
provides a valuable link between the organization and the local 
community so that all view points on proper environmental 
management are given consideration.


