SABA CONSERVATION
FOUNDATIORN

The SCF is committed to the preservation and enhance
ment of the marine and terrial environrment on Saba
through education, scienti!c research, monitoring, and
enforcement. —SCF mission statement

Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende (left) aathdilands Antille®rime Minister Emily de Jongh-Elhage
(right) paid a short visit to Saba in early February. Local environmentalists were very encouraged because the visit focused on natt
and tourism. This interest raised hopes that Saba’s anticipated new constitutional
status with the Netherlands would encourage dedicéited and support to address
environmental issues and to improve nature management.

Over lunch with the SCF management and a SCF board member,
local dive shop owners, and the tourismageBalkenende and his party had an
opportunity to learn est hand about local concerns arféeo their support.

Balkenende said the visit had been very fruitful. He observed that
Saba has a very special character and he knew that Sabans cherish their natural
environment and are aware it needs protection.

The Prime Minister touched on the need for waste management and
said that 80% of waste is recycled in Holland, with a goal of raising this to 100% by
2020. “Saba has the opportunity to take advantage of a transfer of knowledge from
Dutch environmental experts,” he added.

NEW EQUIPMENT

A champagne christening was in order in early March to celebratg
new Marine Park Boat, theady RebeccaThe boat was namedter
Rebecca Levenstone of The Bottom.

Levenstone, who died ih988 was well known in Fort Bay as she m
boats and ported her trading goagsto The Bottom to spport her &
family of 15 children. Bernadette andoe, two & he children living on lf '
Saba, joined the group of dignitaries attending the ceremony.

The new boat will replace tt&abira Il, which is now reseed for Saba
Bank stidies. The 24-fodtady Rebecc&s mae appropriatéor Marine
Park work since it is he#r, wider,and more sea worthyt has two
115 hp, four-stroke ¥amaha atboard engines and isip tted with tank
holders, cleats, and other necessary hardware.

RESEARCH & MONITORING - SCF st in th(_a huI of the new boat in celebratlon

of the boat’s baptism. SCF board members and dignitaries gathered on
the Isherman’s pier in support of the new acquisistion.
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The era study wasundertaken by beetlexpert Derek Sikes, new “geocaching”
Curator d the Uniwersity d Alaska Museum, ant gpert Gary D. sites. ken was on
Alpert from theHarvard Museum of Comparative Zoology, and island br the «fth

spider apert bey Slowik, research associdt®em the Denver
Museun of Natue and ScienceVarious habitats D the trail

straight year as
part d the 12-year

system were sewed Dr insects dring the day and there were twoold CanadianTrail

night expeditions to research nocturnal activity.

Beetle special-
ists Derek Sikes
uses the stick in
his right hand to
beat the branches

\olunteer Program,
where grops d
experienced trail
workers spend two
weeks on Saba

improving hiking
paths.

Geocache participant Ken Rosu-Myles (left) from
Canada with Saba Trail Ranger James Johnson,

so that insects fall
into his “beating
sheet.” He will put
them into a special
vial for later identi-
Ic ation and study.
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Geocaching
worldwide aitdoor treagre-hunting game only deesloped since
2000.Paticipants se aGlobal Positioning SystefGPS)receiver
or other naigational techrjues to hide anend hidden containers
anywhere in the worldThe geographical coordinatés the sites
are posted on the webs{tgttp://www.geocaching.comn

would depletes sh
stocks rather thal

maintain them of

Paul Hoetjes (in white shirt on right) meets with
N Island Council members to update them on the prelimi-
nary Saba Bank Fisheries Study, which ended last year.

increase levels.

In addition, a monitoringnanagement program needs to beip

place to contine to
may take place.

who will maintain the sites.

is a

Ken entusted local wersight é the caches to SCFrail Ranger

James Johnsonamhes will periodically check the site to see
that the small container is in good condition and remains in
the act location sited on the websitélany people play
the game an#en hopes that it will bring guisitive taurists

to Saba Game participants only need their owuriosity,
access to thénternet br coordinate iformation, and a
reliable GPS unit, which can be purchased for about $100.

YOUTH OUTREACH

Ranger ®&e Hurell is in charge b the SCF edcation
program and is leadeif she SCF Sea Scb group. Sue’s
programs are saiscessfuthat she always has a waiting list
of Saba youngsters who want to join.

Swe realzed that Saba ymgsters needed help with water
skills bdore joining the Sea Se's and sheformed a
new snorkeling elb earlier this yearNine elementary
schoolchildren are enrolledhe clb is now a premguisite
for the Scats. The snorkeling is basically a preparatory

class, where & can concentrate onilting water skills When

gather data so that reliable decisioaking

the yaungsters latejoin the Scats, they are $a swimmers and
ready to be introduced to the kayaks.

Pad also told geernment that legislation initiated and passed

last year by the Ministryf@ransportation and Conumication Marine Park
makes it illegal to anchor anywhere on the Saba Bank withi a?r%ﬁr(ft‘;i "
the 12mile limit controlled bylsland Governmenf tracking | ing) has an en-
station located at the Fort Bay Marine Pafkag ard an on ?Oa?;r;g .;'?L’gm““

line sdtware-monitoring program allow the SCF to gather rea

on the Saba BanKf illegal actvities were sspected, SCF
would alert the Coast Guard.

SABA HAS ADDED GEOCACHING SITES

Ken RosuMyles, a trael conslltant from London, Ontario,

environmental
time, detailed iformation on any ship crossing or anchoringawareness

to these third
graders. This
semester’s topic
is global warm-
ing.

took aut time from working on Saba trails to create three
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Swe also does retpr classroom leares at the SacreHeart MEET OUR BOARD

Elementary School, grade3 through 6, with this semesté&r _ _ )

emphasis on global warmingach child has a homework notebookTanklin bhnson is the longest semg SCF board member
with tasks to complete bare the net sessionSue has gathered \{olunteenng_almost smce_tifueundatlons beginningsDuring this
very dynamic ifiormation into a PowerPoint presentation in ordd¥me, Franklin has helgtarios d+ ces and has seen tremendo
to share the most recent information with the youngsters.

HYPERBARIC CHAMBER USED IN WOUND HEALING

Rosita Delane@b) of St Kitts has sffered fom diabetesor the
last sk years and has had an open diabetoer for the past year
Her Saba hostamily knew that hyperbaric treatment is Halp
in wound closing and hyperbaric speciallstand Doctor Jack
Buchanan agreedHe prescribed eight, od®u sessions in the
chamber. Blane, accompanied by a tender, Wasvered” to a
depth @ 45 feet by chamber drér Sue Hurell and spent the entire
time breathing 100% oxygen through a facial mask.

Dr. Buchanan and the patient werery pleased with the rels.
The waund was oliously smaller and shud contirue to imprae
because the treatment promoted better circulation.

The Saba chamber is mainlysed to treat diers with Saban Franklin Johnson has been a member of the Saba

d : il dt i - I | & dical Conservation Foundation since its earliest days. Franklin
ecompression Hinesst Is occas!ona_ y employe r_ medica provides a valuable link between the organization and the local

treatments to promote wnd healing in peopleusfereing from community so that all view points on proper environmental

nonhealing lcers caised by diabetis or sickle cell anemig management are given consideration.

Buchanan gplained that hyperbaricxggen treatmentHBOT) is

growth in the oganization. Wder the initial direction fo
Founder Tom van't Hofsettingup the Marine Park was
the mainfocus, hut that grew wer the years to inabe
environmental concerns that embrace the entire island.

Franklin saw as a ma accomplishment théorging of
the Marine Park and the SCF into ongastization which
promoted better management,fstag, and increased board
involvement.Franklin recalled that an importafactor was
improved funding ér the s edgling omaniation, including
the creation Dthe Marine Park die fee. K& recalled the
major step 6 procuring fom theDutch Nay the hyperbaric
chamberwhich put Saba diing on the map in the northern
Lesser Antilles,since it was thesrst one in the region
dedicated to the recreationalvdiindustry. Franklin said
that Dr. &ck Buchanan was a tremena® help in setting
international standards for chamber treatment.

Patient Rosita Delane (seated) is examined for wound improvement by Dr.

Jack Buchanan, as hyperbaric tender Saba Marine Park Ranger Greg van The mgor challenge now is to contie the growth in théace

Laake observes. of a rew constititional statis. Franklin attended theihcheon
with Prime Minister Balkenendgsee related stoyyard was
the process fobreathing 100%oxygen in a carelly controlled, encouaged gven the interest in nate management shown

pressurizd ewironment, reslting in increased xygen delvery the SCF personally by Balkenende.

to body tissue.
CONTRIBUTIONS NOW TAX DEDUCTIBLE

The Saba Chamber wésatued in theJanuary/February 2008
isste d Diver’s Alert Network (DAN) megazine “Alert Diver.”
Representatiss d DAN’s “Recompression Chamb@sssistance
Program” were on Saba last yeain an article, DAN Vice

SCF Manager Jan den Dulk has reactivated the 53} (ejfal
status of the SCF. This means that the organization may issue tax
receipts to US citizens for donations to SCF over $25.

President bMedical Sevices Joel Dovenbarg@iraised the close Saba Conserv ation Foundation, Box 18, The Bottom,
cooperation between the SCF and locaedshops that he had Saba, Netherlands Antilles
experienced during a dive-community meeting. Phone: 599-416-3295, Fax: 599-416-3435
Email: sabapa rk. manager @gmail.com, info@sabapa rk. org
Web Site: www.sabapa k. org
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